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BUSHLAND PROTECTION — LOT 4 UNDERWOOD AVENUE, SHENTON PARK 

455. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Leader of the House representing the Premier: 

I refer to lot 4, Underwood Avenue, Shenton Park. 

(1) Is the Premier aware that the commonwealth Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 
has rejected the University of Western Australia’s proposed plan for developing this area of bushland 
under section 130 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 due to risks 
to threatened species? 

(2) Has the Premier previously stated his opposition to UWA’s development on this site? 

(3) If yes to (2), will he now act to protect the bushland in perpetuity? 

(4) If no to (3), why not? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. I might add that this answer was provided on 
19 March when the question was asked, so it may well be out of date, but I will provide the answer on the basis 
that it still is in order. 

(1) The Premier is unaware of any final decision by the commonwealth Department of Environment, 
Water, Heritage and the Arts to refuse approval for the proposal. The Premier is, however, advised that 
the department in December 2008 published a draft decision in relation to the proposed residential 
development of part of lot 4 Underwood Avenue-Selby Street, Shenton Park. The Premier is advised 
that UWA has since withdrawn its proposal from the commonwealth process.  

(2) As the local member of Parliament, the Premier wrote to the then state Minister for the Environment in 
May 2008 pointing out that the bushland has significant environmental status. The Premier 
acknowledged the complexity of the situation, and the purpose of the letter was to offer assistance in 
achieving a satisfactory solution to all parties. 

(3)-(4) The state Minister for Environment is currently considering appeals against the Environmental 
Protection Authority’s report and recommendations on this proposal. It is important that due process is 
followed in accordance with the Environmental Protection Authority Act 1986. The Premier is 
confident that the minister will consider all relevant issues in her determination of the appeals.  

 


